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Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, and in compliance with the duty 
of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, applicants submit attached Form PTO-SB/08B 
(modified) for consideration and request the references cited therein be made of record by the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in the above -captioned application. 

Applicants respectfully point out that the submission of the listed references in 
this Information Disclosure Statement is not an admission that they are prior art or that they are 
material to patentability of any claims of the application. Also, the submission of this 
Information Disclosure Statement is not an indication that a search has been made by Applicants. 

For the convenience of the Examiner in considering the cited references, a copy of 
each of the cited references is enclosed with this communication. In considering the cited 
references, it may be noted by the Examiner that certain of the references may contain markings, 
underlinings, and/or other notations. These markings, underlinings, and/or other notations are not 
to be construed as drawing the Examiner's attention either to selected parts or away from other 
parts of the cited references. Any such markings were either present on the copies of the cited 
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references obtained by the associated individuals, or were made thereon during the study of the 
references by the associated individuals. 

As this application was filed after June 30, 2003, copies of U.S. patents and/or 
U.S. patent application publications cited on the attached Form PTO-SB/08B (modified), are not 
being provided as specified in 1276 0.G. 55 (5 August 2003). 

Consideration of the foregoing plus the prompt return of a copy of the enclosed 
Form SB/08B with the Examiner's initials in the left column in accordance with MPEP 609 are 
respectfully requested. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), this Information Disclosure Statement is 
believed to be submitted prior to issuance of a first Office Action. Therefore, it is respectfully 
submitted that no fee is required for consideration of this information. However, in the event any 
fee is deemed necessary, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the undersigned's Deposit 
Account No. 50-0206. 
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12-16-1997 
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193. 


US 5703344 


12-30-1997 


Bezy et al. 
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217. 


US 5749075 


05-05-1998 


Toader et al. 
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US 5760381 
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Stich et al. 
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241. 


US 5815658 


09-29-1998 


Kuriyama 
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US 5819234 


10-06-1998 


Slavin et al. 
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10-06-1998 


Garman 
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US 5832457 


11-03-1998 


O'Brien 
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247. 
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Atkins 






263. 
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03-16-1999 


Chapin Jr. 
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US 5883810 


03-16-1999 


Franklin et al. 
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265. 


US 5884271 


03-16-1999 


Pitroda 
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US 5884278 


03-16-1999 


Powell 
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US 5884285 


03-16-1999 


Atkins 
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US 5887065 


03-23-1999 


Audebert 






269. 


US 5890138 


03-30-1999 


Godin et al. 






270. 
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03-30-1999 


Clark et al. 






271. 
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Walker et al. 
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05-25-1999 
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Atkins 
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US 5920629 
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Rosen 
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Hotta et al. 
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US 5920847 


07-06-1999 


Kolling et al. 






280. 


US 5923734 


07-13-1999 


Taskett 






281. 


US 5926800 


07-20-1999 


Baronowski et al. 
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US 5930217 


07-27-1999 


Kayanuma 






283. 


US 5931764 


08-03-1999 


Freeman et al. 






284. 


US 5933817 


08-03-1999 


Hucal 






285. 


US 5937068 


08-10-1999 


Audebert 
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US 5940811 


08-17-1999 


Norris 
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09-14-1999 
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US 5953423 


09-14-1999 


Rosen 
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289. 


US 5953710 


09-14-1999 


Fleming 






290. 
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09-21-1999 


Wallerstein 
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09-21-1999 


Carrithers et al. 






292. 


US 5963648 


10-05-1999 


Rosen 
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10-19-1999 


Shepherd 






294. 


US 5970480 


10-19-1999 


Kalina 






295. 


US 5974399 


10-26-1999 


Giuliani et al. 






296. 


US 5984191 


11-16-1999 


Chapin Jr. 






297. 


US 5987434 


11-16-1999 


Libman 






298. 


US 5988509 


11-23-1999 


Taskett 






299. 


US 5991413 


11-23-1999 


Arditti et al. 






300. 
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11-23-1999 


Irving et al. 
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11-23-1999 


Taskett 






302. 


US 5991750 
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US 6000608 
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Epstein et al. 
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Behrmann et al. 
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Shurling et al. 
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01-11-2000 


Reeder 
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Burge et aJ. 
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US 6014645 


01-11-2000 


Cunningham 
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Gloor et al. 
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05-30-2000 
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